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Cllr John Kane
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Cllr Ann Sparrow
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Dunstable 
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Cllr John Chatterley
36 Roslyn Way

Houghton Regis 
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Cllr Emma Simmons
27 Pipers Croft

Dunstable
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DISCLAIMER: Whilst every care has been 
taken in compiling this publication and the 
statements contained herein are believed to be 
correct, Dunstable Town Council cannot accept 
responsibility for any inaccuracies and do not 
endorse any particular products.

Dunstable Town Council
Grove House, 76 High Street North, Dunstable LU6 1NF 
Tel   01582 513000 
Email info@dunstable.gov.uk Web www.dunstable.gov.uk 
Opening Hours 9.00 am to 5.00 pm, Monday to Friday

facebook/dunstablecouncil
facebook/grovecornerdunstable
facebook/creaseypark

@dunstabletc @dunstableevents
@dunstabletown @creaseypark
@prioryhouse @bennettssplash

Finance and General Purposes
Councillors John Kane (Town Mayor)
Nigel Warren (Deputy Town Mayor)
Peter Hollick (Chairman)
John Chatterley (Vice-Chairman)
Sid Abbott
Terry Colbourne
Phillip Crawley
Eugene Ghent
Liz Jones
Gloria Martin
Claire Meakins
Mike Mullany
Patricia Russell
Gladys Sanders
Ann Sparrow
Pat Staples

Community Services
Councillors John Kane (Town Mayor)
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Eugene Ghent (Vice-Chairman)
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Dunstable Town Council Committee Membership
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David
Ashlee
Town Clerk & Chief Executive

The Mayor’s
Welcome
Councillor John Kane

My first few months as Town Mayor have been extremely 
busy but an honour and a pleasure to represent the 
town in visiting voluntary organisations, businesses and 
schools, where I have met some terrific people, who help 
to make Dunstable a great place, both to live and work.

The Mayoress and I have been made very welcome at 
many events and special occasions, including official 
openings and award ceremonies.

Once again, we have experienced a wonderful “Summer 
of Music”, the popular Sunday afternoon band concerts 
in Grove House Gardens, together with our music 
extravaganzas Dunstable Live and Party in the Park. 
The events held in Priory Gardens have also been 
exceptional, with a record number of entries this year for 
the Classic Motor Rally and vast crowds attending Priory 
Pictures together with the now annual Priory Proms in the 
Park. Our heatwave earlier this year saw hundreds of 
children enjoying the delights of the Splash Park.

Our Green Flag gardens together with our parks and 
open spaces and gardens continue to enhance the town 
with the Dunstable in Bloom team working with Dunstable 
Town Council, businesses and residents to ensure that 
we continue to enhance our award-winning gardens and 
green spaces.

My thanks to the many volunteers who work tirelessly 
in their particular area and turn out constantly to make 
things happen for others in the town, sometimes with very 
little recognition. Thank you. 

As I write this, work is now well under way on the 
refurbishment of the War Memorial in Priory Gardens, in 
readiness for Armistice Day, commemorating the end of 
World War One in 1918. 

Thank you to all that have supported my charity events 
so far and I hope that you will continue to support these 
events and my two local charities DADDS (Dunstable and 
Districts Disabled Sports) and the Dunstable Sea Cadets.

Future events include a Go Kart racing night and a 
horse race evening. I would be happy if you would like 
to join us at these or other events. For more information 
please contact michele.markus@dunstable.gov.uk or call 
Michele on 01582 891404.

Councillor John Kane 
Town Mayor of Dunstable

Welcome to the winter edition of Talk of the Town. This edition features 
heavily on all that the Town Council is doing in the run up to Christmas 
and can I please encourage all readers to “shop local” and take 
advantage of everything that Priory House has to offer (you can now 
purchase Christmas gifts and Afternoon Tea online).

It seems incredible that the summer is over already but I am very 
pleased that all of the Council’s summer events and activities were 
well received by local residents and visitors to the town. The Bennett’s 
Splash and Splashside Café proved to be very popular when the sun 
was shining. All of the Council’s summer events attracted huge crowds 
including Dunstable Live, Party in the Park and Proms in the Park. This 
year’s summer activities programme for young people proved to be 
our most popular yet with record crowds enjoying activities such as 
Inflatable Day, Art Attack and the new B Festival at Beecroft Academy. 

The Council has also received a lot of very positive feedback for our 
floral displays in and around the town centre and Priory and Grove 
House Gardens. Clearly the ‘In Bloom’ judges agree as evidenced 
in the outcome, with the Town’s success featured later in this edition.

This Halloween and Christmas will see the Town Council staging a 
full programme of activities and attractions in the town centre. Not 
only is the traditional Christmas tree lights switch on, with Torchlight 
Procession and Carol Service, being enhanced by a lighting 
extravaganza; the Council, in partnership with the Dunstable Joint 
Committee, is also providing a new ‘Snow Globe’ attraction on The 
Square over the weekend of 8 and 9 December (see central pages).

Priory House is also featured in this edition and I would strongly urge all 
those readers who want to have ‘Tea or Breakfast with Santa’ to book 
early this year. This popular annual event gets sold out very quickly. 
Priory House will also be staging its annual ‘Mistletoe Magic’ featuring 
real reindeers. This event is being held on the same weekend as the 
Snow Globe and ‘Magic Christmas Market’.

Finally, I am very excited about the regeneration works currently 
taking place on the entrances to the town centre, the High Street and 
Middle Row. The town centre will soon start looking very different, 
more attractive and user-friendly for visitors.

I hope you enjoy this edition of Talk of the Town and please feel free to 
comment on any of the Council’s services using the comment form at 
the back of this edition or by visiting our website www.dunstable.gov.
uk or following us on Twitter and Facebook. Happy reading!

David Ashlee
Town Clerk and Chief Executive
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NOTICE BOARD
DUNSTABLE TOWN COUNCIL

News, Announcements and Items of Interest for Residents of Dunstable

Town Mayor’s Charity 
Go Karting Evening
 
TeamSport Go Karting, Unit 27 Verey Road, 
Woodside Industrial Estate, Dunstable, LU5 4TT
Friday 9 November 2018, 7.00 pm

£37.50 per person to include 3 x 15 minutes 
driving sessions, half a pizza and a soft drink. If 
you would just like to come along as a spectator 
£7.50 per person.

If you would like to attend this event, please 
contact Michele Markus on 01582 891404 or by 
email at michele.markus@dunstable.gov.uk

Volunteers Needed
Do you have four spare hours on Mondays 9.30 am 
to 1.30 pm? Do you like meeting and helping older 
people? If so why not consider volunteering for 
Good Companions over 75s lunch club. This friendly 
group meet at Beecroft Community Centre. We are 
looking for a volunteer to help set tables, meet and 
greet members from transport, help serve lunches 
and clear up. However, most importantly we need 
someone who is friendly
and can make people feel at ease.  

For more details or an informal 
chat contact Sandy Coyle on
(01582) 891408 or by email at
sandy.coyle@dunstable.gov.uk  

          Need a Regular Venue?
Splashside Café is located in Bennett Memorial Recreation
Ground, Dunstable. Facility hire available from October 2018
until April 2019. Great versatile building ideal for coffee groups,
networking groups, book clubs, educational classes, cookery
classes, art classes, toddler groups  and much more! If you are interested please contact 01582 891433 or email cpcfc@dunstable.gov.uk
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“Smell the 
Coffee!”

Community Coffee Mornings
10.00 am to 12.00 noon

Please come and join other
local residents to share a coffee

and some conversation

Regular Monthly Locations

First & third Friday of the month
St Augustine’s Church

Oakwood Avenue, Dunstable LU5 4AR

Second & fourth Friday of the month
Dunstable South Children’s Centre

Oakwood Avenue (opposite St Augustine Academy), 
Dunstable LU5 4AS

Every Wednesday (Term time only)
Downside Community Centre

Suffolk Road, Dunstable LU5 4ES
10.30 am to 12.30 pm



young
DUNSTABLE

Grove Corner
Upcoming Events and Activities 
Hi everyone, there are some exciting events and activities 
happening over the next few months. Here is a rundown of 
things to come.

October 2018
World Stroke Day 
Monday 29 October is World Stroke Day. At Grove Corner we 
will look at the signs of a stroke by learning F.A.S.T. and what to 
do. 

Halloween Ghost Walks 
Would you be interested in joining a Ghost Walk around 

Dunstable on Halloween and hear about the strange 
stories of events that have occurred? If so, then 
you’re in luck because this Halloween you can 
enjoy some scarily fun junior and senior ghost 
walks on 31 October from 7.30 pm. Spaces are 
strictly limited, so please book your place asap 
at www.dunstable.gov.uk. For further information 
contact Ed King on 01582 891434.

November 2018
5 to 11 November is National Youth Work Week. 
This year’s theme is around ‘What is Youth Work?’ 
We want to hear what this means to you and your 
ideas on how we can celebrate it and make this a 
special week to remember.

25 November is International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence against Women, so we will 
be looking at ‘What is a Healthy Relationship’ on 
Friday 26 November.

December 2018
It is World Aids Day on 1 December, and we will look at raising 
awareness during that week on Monday 3 December.

Don’t forget Grove Corner is open Monday and Wednesday 
7.00 pm to 9.30 pm and Friday 8.00 pm to 9.30 pm for 13 to 18 
year olds and Friday 6.00 pm to 8.00 pm for 10 to 13 year olds.

We are always interested in your thoughts on activities or 
events that you would like to see at Grove Corner such as Open 
Mic Nights, Graffiti Art, Henna, or whatever your ideas please 
get in touch.

If you require more information on any of the above, come into 
Grove Corner and speak with staff. Or contact us using the 
information below.

Telephone: 01582 891434 or 07595 067708

Email: ed.king@dunstable.gov.uk

For updates, like us on the Grove Corner Facebook page

GroveCornerDunstable
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DUNSTABLE
Keeping you abreast of town 

centre news, initiatives and 
developments

Town Centre Updates
With the start of the high street regeneration, Dunstable 
will start to look a little different. Works have started in 
Middle Row and will follow down into the High Street. 

Our shops in Dunstable will be looking their best with 
the Shop Front Accreditation Scheme taking place. The 
purpose of the scheme is to recognise those businesses 
whose shop fronts contribute positively to the town centre 
trading environment and to encourage others to think 
about their kerb appeal. Look out for the bronze, silver and 
gold awards that will be on display for those businesses 
that have met the criteria.

Christmas will soon be in our shops, with the great window 
displays that come as part of this time of year. We will 
again this year have our best window display competition 
for the three best shop windows in Dunstable. 

Buskers Day 
The first busker’s day will take place on Saturday 27 
October. Buskers will perform in three areas in the town, 
Grove House Gardens, Priory Gardens and the Quadrant 
from 11.00 am to 3.00 pm. This will be the first time that 
some of the young buskers have performed in public with 
the help of their music tutor. The Buskers will visit each 
performance area and fill Dunstable with song and music.

Themed Markets 
Dunstable Town Council will be holding their themed 
market on the second Saturdays of the month.

Saturday 10 November

‘Mystic Treats’
With the autumn weather and the darker nights, a little 
treat is always welcome. Candles, bath products, cakes 
and sweet treats. This market will  be on The Square 
whilst works are undertaken in Middle Row.

Saturday 8 December

‘Christmas Magic’
The season for gifts and goodies with our Christmas 
theme market alongside the Snow Globe and Priory 
House Mistletoe Magic.  

Farmers and Craft Markets
Here are the dates for the last three Farmers and Craft 
Markets for 2018. These will take place on The Square 
due to works being undertaken in Middle Row.

Saturday 20 October 
Saturday 17 November 
Saturday 15 December 

These unique markets are full of handmade products 
made by the stallholders, with quality food from our food 
stalls. 



FIREW RKSFIREW RKS
Display

Dunstable

dunstablecouncil @dunstableevents 

For more information visit
www.dunstable.gov.uk

EVENT SPONSORED BY

DUNSTABLE
TOWN COUNCIL

Monday 5 November
Creasey Park Community Football Centre
Gates open at 5.00 pm |  Display starts at 7.00 pm

Dunstable’s Annual Firework display is back at Creasey 
Park Community Football Centre and it’s FREE!!!

This year, you and your whole family can enjoy the funfair rides, food stalls and 

meet Peppa Pig, plus of course the fantastic fireworks display choreographed to 

music. Don’t forget to look out for the special flames extravaganza that will set 

the night sky alight! Creasey Park Community Football Centre will also be serving 

food and the bar will be open, so come along to celebrate Guy Fawkes Night and 

do not miss out on this fantastic FREE event. 

MeetPeppa
Pig!
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in Dunstable
Come to Dunstable this Christmas to enjoy a feast 

of festive activities for everyone to enjoy.

2

Dunstable Christmas Carols
and Torchlight Procession 2018
Friday 7 December, 7.00 pm – The Square, Dunstable

Christmas officially begins in Dunstable on Friday 7 December, when the 
annual Christmas celebration brings everyone together to enjoy the festive 
activities. Join the school choirs of Dunstable to sing traditional carols, 
meet Father Christmas and enjoy the Switch On of the Christmas
Tree lights, followed by the Christmas light show extravaganza finale,
funded by the Dunstable Joint Committee. 

Snowglobes in The Square!
Saturday 8 December and Sunday 9 December

We all remember miniature snow 
globes which shook snow into 

any tiny landscape. You can 
now bring this nostalgic 

piece of magic into a 
stunning life size reality.

The snow globe will run 
alongside the Christmas Magic 
Market in Middle Row, Ashton 
Square and Mistletoe Magic in 
Priory House. 

On Saturday 8 December from 10.00 am – 
4.00 pm, you will be greeted by two elves who 

will help you into the snow globe and take a 
free picture of your family to take home.

 The snow globe will also be in The Square on 
Sunday 9 December from 11.00 am - 4.00 pm, 

where you can also book a Christmas Afternoon Tea 
at Priory House or browse around the stalls in 

The Square. This is a free event. Funded by the 
Dunstable Joint Committee.

Please be aware for the Christmas Carols and Torchlight event from 6.00 pm to 9 .00 pm, High Street South 
will be closed from the cross roads junction of West Street/Church Street/A5 to Friars Walk. There will be a 
diversion route in place. We apologise for inconvenience caused.

For more information on Christmas 
events in Dunstable please visit: 
www.dunstable.gov.uk/whats-on/

Priory House
Baubles

£7.45
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Mistletoe

For more information on Christmas at Priory House please 
visit: www.dunstable.gov.uk/priory-house/whats-on

For more information on Christmas 
events in Dunstable please visit: 
www.dunstable.gov.uk/whats-on/

Saturday 8 December 2018
10.00 am to 4.00 pm
Priory House & Gardens
Come along and meet the big man himself, he’ll be 
bringing his elf helpers and a couple of his reindeer will 
be there for you all to meet too.  There’ll also be fun 
arts and crafts in Priory House £3 per child. Manshead 
School Band will be performing throughout the day. 
Priory House Gift Shop will be open, where you’ll find 
lots of different things – great for a spot of Christmas 
shopping. The Priory House Tea Rooms are open with 
Christmas themed goodies; the perfect place to warm 
up with a mince pie and a cuppa or maybe one of our 
seasonal cupcakes.

Santa Claus is coming to town...

We know our tea and breakfast with Santa
is a massive hit with you all.  So this year we’ve 
once again managed to get Santa to take a break from 
his busy schedule and fit in a couple of visits to Dunstable before the 
big day arrives.

Friday 21 December 2018, 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm

Saturday 22 December 2018, 8.00 am to 10.00 am

Monday 24 December 2018, 8.00 am to 10.00 am

£10 per child (Minimum age - 4 years)

These magical sessions will include food and drink, a story, a chance 
to meet Santa individually and each child will receive a gift.  Whilst 
parents/carers cannot stay during the session, they will receive 10% 
off any food or drink in Priory House Tea Rooms during the event. 
We recommend that you book as soon as possible to avoid 
disappointment. To book either pop into Priory House or visit: 
www.dunstable.gov.uk/shop/ 

or Breakfastv

£10
PER CHILD

MIN. AGE 4 
YEARS

Christmas Pudding Nights
Thursday 6, 13 and 20 December 2018.
6.00 pm to 9.30 pm
Thinking of a pre-Christmas celebration with friends, 
a chance to catch up before the Christmas madness 
begins or to exchange presents? Our pudding nights 
are perfect for a festive occasion. To book please email 
prioryhouse@dunstable.gov.uk or call 01582 891420

Christmas 
Afternoon Tea
What better way to get in the festive spirit 
than to share Christmas Afternoon Tea with 
friends or family? Our ever-popular Christmas 
Afternoon Teas are back, and will be available 
from 24 November to 29 December 2018.

This year’s treats will include Turkey & 
Cranberry, Smoked Salmon & Cucumber and 
Roast Beef & Mustard sandwiches among 
others, plus a selection of warm savouries 
and seasonal cakes and traditional scones. 

£19 per person.

What better way to celebrate this festive season 
than to add some bubbles? Prosecco Afternoon 
Tea £23 per person.

Our Saturdays get booked well in advance, so we 
advise you to book soon.  Bookings can be made 
in the shop, by calling 01582 891420 or online 
www.dunstable.gov.uk/product/book-christmas-
afternoon-tea/

Christmas Gift Ideas
Tired of gifting the same old thing, struggling for new ideas or trying 
to find something different for that ‘difficult to buy for’ person in your 
life? (We all have one!)  Worry no more, as Christmas is coming to 
Priory House Gift Shop from 12 November, where you’ll find lots of 
different gift ideas, many of which are unique, locally made and not 
otherwise found on the high street. You’ll see some examples with 
price tags around this page.

Still stuck for ideas?
An Afternoon Tea Voucher is a
fantastic gift that can be enjoyed 
later in the year.  These can be 
purchased in the shop or online.

Did you know that we also 
sell Dunstable gifts online?
We have a small selection of Dunstable 
themed gifts that can be posted out, and if you put in the order notes 
to ‘gift wrap for Christmas’ plus a message we’ll do this for free! Visit 
our online shop at www.dunstable.gov.uk/shop

DUNSTABLE
TOWN COUNCIL

Afternoon Tea for Two with Proseccoin the award-winning Priory House Tea Rooms

33 High Street South, Dunstable, Beds LU6 3RZ01582 891420  prioryhouse@dunstable.gov.uk

This voucher entitles the bearer to Afternoon Tea with Prosecco for two people
Voucher valid for six months from the date of purchase and is not redeemable against any ‘Special’ Afternoon Tea. Please contactPriory House to make your booking.

VOUCHER NO. 

DUNSTABLE
TOWN COUNCIL

Afternoon Tea for Two
in the award-winning Priory House Tea Rooms

33 High Street South, Dunstable, Beds LU6 3RZ

01582 891420  prioryhouse@dunstable.gov.uk

This voucher entitles the bearer 

to Afternoon Tea for two people

Voucher valid for six months from the date of 

purchase and is not redeemable against 

any ‘Special’ Afternoon Tea. Please contact

Priory House to make your booking.

VOUCHER NO. 

Priory House

Mice £1.25 Priory House Nativity Set£26.99

Priory House
Reindeer
£10.75
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Dunstable in Bloom
Remembers
Dunstable wins four Gold Medals at the 
Anglia in Bloom Awards

The Dunstable in Bloom theme this year has been 
Remembrance and Peace to celebrate the 100th Anniversary 
of the end of WW1.

The Town Mayor of Dunstable, Councillor John Kane and some 
of the town’s In Bloom team attended the Anglia in Bloom 
Awards Ceremony in Bury St. Edmunds on 12 September and 
were   delighted to collect a number of awards.     

The Town achieved the following successes:

  Gold overall for the Town 

  Gold for Priory Gardens 
       which also won the Best Large Park in the Anglia region. 

  Gold for Grove House Gardens.

  Gold for Dunstable Cemetery

  Bronze for the Old Sugar Loaf floral displays 

  Six Special Award Nominations 
for Blows Down Hay Meadow managed by the Wildlife 
Trust, The Town Ranger Service, Priory View Gardening 
Club, the gardens at Ashton Grove developed by Weston 
Homes and the Town Council Floral Displays.

Commenting on the success, Councillor Kane said “I was very 
proud to represent Dunstable this year at the awards ceremony. 
Our town has achieved seven Gold and two Silver Gilt medals 
in the nine  years that we have been participating and this is a 
credit to the hard work of the In Bloom volunteers and the Town 
Council working together to help maintain and improve our 
town”.    

The Chairman of Dunstable in Bloom, Hugh Garrod, said 
“we are delighted to have retained our gold standard for the 
town again in this important centenary year. Our theme has 
been embraced by many voluntary organisations, schools and 
businesses and is a fitting tribute to those who gave their lives 
in WW1”.   

DUNSTABLE
TOWN COUNCIL

Dunstable in Bloom 
Local Competition
This year’s local awards ceremony celebrating the 
best front gardens, baskets and container displays, 
allotments, businesses and school projects, took place 
at the Vale Academy on Wednesday 19 September. 
Trophies and certificates were presented by the Town 
Mayor of Dunstable, Councillor John Kane. Here are 
some of this year’s winning entries for you to enjoy...

Best Front 
Garden

Runner-up
Terry Milsome

Best Hanging Basket 
Display Winner

Tracey McMenamin

Best Front 
Garden Winner
Joyce West

Best Container
Display Highly
Commended
Angela Evans

Best Container
Display Winner

Betty Tapner

Best Hanging 
Basket Display 
Runner-up
Nacy Cain
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Flying the Green Flags 
The Green Flags continue to fly at Priory and Grove House 
Gardens in 2018 for the eighth year running. The town’s two 
most prestigious parks have been judged to be among some 
of the best parks in the country following the judge’s visit in 
late April.  

The Green Flag Awards are run by the environmental charity 
Keep Britain Tidy and the awards show that our parks have 
met the high and exacting standards required of the Green 
Flag Award Scheme.

The Chair of Dunstable Town Council’s Grounds and 
Environmental Services Committee, Councillor Liz Jones, 
said “This is another great success for our town and its 
wonderful open spaces. I am delighted that we have kept 
our flags for eight consecutive years, and it is testament to 
the hard work and dedication of our Council staff and the 
many organisations that they work with to make these great 
places to visit’’.

Memorial Refurbishment  
During August and September, work has taken place to 
refurbish the Dunstable War Memorial located in Priory 
Gardens and the work will be completed in time for the 
100th Anniversary of the end of WW1. The original brick 
structure has been stabilised and refaced with Portland 
Stone and new bronze cast roll-call plaques have been 
made to include the missing names of some of our First and 
Second World War forgotten heroes. A new stone-carved 
emblem has also been added to honour and remember 
those who have fallen in conflicts since the end of the 
Second World War. Thanks to the fund raising efforts of 
the Friends of Priory House and Gardens, local people 
and organisations have raised over £11,000 to support the 
project. Dunstable Town Council has funded the remaining 
cost up to £50,000.    

Dunstable Event Receives
National Recognition

We know from your feedback that 
you think our events are great, but 
now one of our events has been 
recognised nationally.  Last month 
it was announced that our event 
‘Dunstable’s Journey through the Great 
War and Beyond’, which was held on 
the 12 May 2018 in Priory Gardens, 

has been shortlisted for the NOEA (National Outdoor Events 
Association) Small Event of the Year award. 

The annual Awards Dinner will be held on November 21 
and Susan Tanner, NOEA’s chief executive, said: “This year 
saw an increase in detailed entries many deserving to be a 
finalist. Consequently our judges had a hard job to decide 
on the three or four shortlisted in each category today.”

Alistair Turner, head judge and managing director of Eight 
PR & Marketing, said: “It is a huge 
achievement for those shortlisted today 
and we look forward to seeing who is 
named as winners in November.” 

Lisa Vincent – Events and Marketing 
Officer and Gina Thanky – Events 
Assistant, will be attending the awards 
evening, and we hope they bring the 
award back with them – good luck! 

Best Front 
Garden Winner
Joyce West

Best Hanging 
Basket Display 
Runner-up
Nacy Cain

Roll call plaques being finished
by Signs of the Times



CLUB
PRESENTATIONS

CORPORATE

CREASEY KICKZ
FOOTBALL PARTIES

BAR & FOOD

FUNCTION 
HIRE

PITCH HIRE

 Twitter@CreaseyPark 

 Facebook/creaseypark

cpcfc@dunstable.gov.uk 

www.dunstable.gov.uk/cpcfc

Creasey Park Drive, Dunstable LU6 1BB

01582 891433

Saturday 8 December   DTFC vs Thame United  3.00 pm

Thursday 13 December  AFC U18 vs Wycombe Wanders  7.45 pm

Saturday 15 December  AFC vs Cambridge City  3.00 pm

Saturday 22 December  AFC vs Kempston Rovers  3.00 pm

Wednesday 26 December  DTFC vs AFC  1.00 pm

Saturday 29 December  DTFC vs North Leigh  3.00 pm

Tuesday 1 January   AFC vs Bedford Town  1.00 pm

Saturday 5 January   DTFC vs Sutton Coldfield  3.00 pm
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Halloween Party
Creasey Park Community Football Centre has a’ 
spook-tacular’ Halloween Party 2018. Looking 
for a Halloween Party that is suitable for kids 
and adults too? Well come down to our 
Halloween Party on Saturday 27 October 7.00 
pm to midnight. Adults tickets £5.00 children 
over 3 years £3.00 ...and under 3 FREE!!
Price includes a yummy homemade buffet, 
spooky games, prize for the best-dressed adult 
and child and music all night long. 

Tickets are limited and can be purchased from 
Creasey Park or online at:- www.dunstable.gov.
uk/whats-on-at-creasey-park/halloween-party 

Fireworks
The annual fireworks display arrives this 
year on Monday 5 November. Keepers 
Kitchen and the Cross Bar will be open 
serving burgers, hot dogs, chips, sweet 
potato fries, jacket potatoes, selection of 
hot and cold drinks. Don’t forget to check 
out our ‘puppy dog’ and ‘Beer Dog’ hot 
dog special offers! There will also be a 
mobile bar with a selection of draught 
lagers, beers, ciders as well as mulled 
wine, located on the top field. To celebrate 
Guy Fawkes Night do not miss this 
fantastic FREE event! Gates open at 5.00 
pm with the display at 7.00 pm.

Match Day Meal Deals
Come down and support your local teams whilst enjoying some of our latest 
offers from the ‘Cross Bar’ and ‘Keepers Kitchen’. Beat the half time rush, pre-
order so your food and drink will be ready to collect. We have some exciting 
match day deals on offer...

 Burger and a Beer £5.00  (Carling or IPA)

 Burger and Chips £4.00

 Kids’ Meal Deals £3.50

 Happy Hour  2 for 1

What’s On at CPCFC...

Festive Match Days & Kick-off Times
As usual it is a hectic time in the football schedule over the Christmas period. Check out the 
games at home for both Dunstable Town and AFC Dunstable below...



 Twitter@CreaseyPark 

 Facebook/creaseypark

Saturday 8 December   DTFC vs Thame United  3.00 pm

Thursday 13 December  AFC U18 vs Wycombe Wanders  7.45 pm

Saturday 15 December  AFC vs Cambridge City  3.00 pm

Saturday 22 December  AFC vs Kempston Rovers  3.00 pm

Wednesday 26 December  DTFC vs AFC  1.00 pm

Saturday 29 December  DTFC vs North Leigh  3.00 pm

Tuesday 1 January   AFC vs Bedford Town  1.00 pm

Saturday 5 January   DTFC vs Sutton Coldfield  3.00 pm
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Sp    tlight Dunstable in Bloom Judges & 
Friends of Dunstable Cemetery

In this edition we shine the spotlight on two community groups that bring a lot to our Town. Firstly we 
introduce the newly-formed ‘Friends of Dunstable Cemetery’ and then we ask a few questions of this year’s 
Anglia in Bloom judges Margaret Spencer and Margaret Albinson.

Meet the Friends of Dunstable Cemetery

Friends of Dunstable Cemetery is a new community group which has 
been going since June this year. We shine the spotlight on them to 
discuss their plans, achievements so far and aspirations for the cemetery. 
The friends are a small but friendly group of people who enjoy coming 
together for volunteer work days. In the future the group would like to 
fundraise to repair some of the older memorials and research and share 
some of the life and family stories of those buried in the cemetery. We talk 
to different members of the group June and Tracey.

If someone is interested in becoming a member, can you explain what 
they will experience? 
Tracey McMenamin: We are a mixed group in age, ability and gender. 
Some of us do the weeding and clearing up of the headstones and 
across the cemetery, whilst those who would rather do less dirty work 
do the important paper work and research.  It’s a lovely group, always 
looking for new members with fresh enthusiasm and ideas. We don’t bite, 
we’re a very happy group who like to have a natter whilst working & most 
importantly have fun. We all have our own reasons for helping to keep 
Dunstable Cemetery safe and tidy. Come along and try us out, believe 
me you’ll be warmly welcomed with a cuppa and a biscuit.

We hear one of the aspirations of the group is fundraising for old graves, 
can you explain a bit more about this? 
June Byrne: Yes, there are quite a few of the older memorial stones that 
require some attention to bring them back to  their former glory,  some 
have no living relative that we know of.  All headstones in the older part 
of the cemetery are important to us, in particular those which are a 
memorial to people who have done so much for this town.

The group has 6 members so far, but you are looking for more to join, 
how can they do this?
June Byrne: By firstly having an open evening to tell the public of our 
aims, which will include a power point presentation to show members 
of the public the headstones that we would like to fundraise for and the 
stories behind them. This will be over a cup of coffee in our beautiful 
chapel. This will take place on Tuesday 30 October 7.30 pm to 8.30 pm 
and you can book a place on Dunstable Town Council website or pop in 
to Priory House gift shop.

What have you enjoyed or achieved so far by being in this group? 
June Byrne: Firstly meeting very enthusiastic people who are like 
minded and only too pleased to work on the plots to keep them tidy, and 
contribute in other ways.

Meet the Anglia in Bloom Judging Panel

In July this year the Anglia in Bloom judges visited Dunstable as part of 
the regional In Bloom judging which takes place up and down the whole 
of the UK every summer. We interviewed the judges, Margaret Spencer 
and Margaret Albinson, whilst they were touring the town visiting some 
of the many wonderful environmental projects undertaken by volunteers. 
Here is what they had to say...

What are you looking for from the 2018 Dunstable in Bloom entry to be 
able to award Dunstable with another Gold medal?
We are looking for excellence in horticulture, good management and 
that the community are getting involved. Unfortunately, we can’t tell you 
the outcome today but from what we have seen so far you have made a 
good start. 

How long have you been judging for Anglia in Bloom and what is the 
most rewarding thing about being an Anglia in Bloom judge?
We have both been judging for about 5 or 6 years now and we enjoy 
meeting new people and seeing new places, like Dunstable. We are not 
regular visitors to Dunstable but when we do come here to judge we are 
taken around to the best parts of the town. In the past, we have returned 
to towns we have judged for day trips because we have enjoyed what we 
saw.

Does judging get harder every year?
No not really, but what makes it more difficult is the weather. If you take 
this year for example, people are trying to produce the very best displays, 
but it has been so hot and dry, and we know how difficult it is for you to 
do that. We take everything into account with regards to the weather and 
make allowances if needed. But we can see today that your plants have 
been very well watered and looked after. 

Why is Anglia in Bloom and Britain in Bloom so important to the many 
local communities that take part each year?
It helps bring the community together and it makes our villages, towns 
and cities look good. If these places look nice and clean, we have found 
that people don’t drop as much litter and they try to keep the town nice 
for themselves. I suppose people might  feel guilty if they do drop litter if it 
is already clean in the first place. 

What is your favourite flower and why?
Our favourites are Magnolia trees and roses. We just wish the flowers 
lasted a bit longer on the Magnolia. Ena Harkness is a favourite rose 
with a lovely perfume and it was a favourite of my fathers who was a 
professional gardener.

Do you have any advice or tips on how Dunstable could reach the 
national Britain in Bloom finals?   
Just continue with what Dunstable is doing, the more you clean up and 
make your town look good the higher the score and then you might 
get into Britain in Bloom, but, remember Britain in Bloom is a tough 
competition, and only the very best are put forward so keep trying as 
hard as you can. Your rewards will always be to the benefit of your town 
whether you are in the Anglia in Bloom competition or Britain in Bloom.
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Matters

Enjoying Life & Lunches!
It has been a very busy summer for the Older People’s 
Services. Starting with the Big Lunch event in June where 
attendees were entertained and enjoyed a delicious lunch 
together. As you can see from the photograph to the left, a 
good time was had by all!

The Good Companions Club enjoyed their summer party 
in August followed by their annual day out in September; a 
leisurely trip up the canal incorporating a lovely fish and chip 
lunch. 

Creasey Park Community Football Centre lunch club also 
enjoyed their summer party in August. This was scheduled 
to take place outside but unfortunately the weather had other 
ideas, this didn’t stop anyone enjoying themselves though. 
 

On Monday 1 October, it was International Day of Older 
Persons and the Good Companions Club celebrated this special day with a visit and workshop from 
Jonquil Florists. Both groups are looking forward to an array of speakers and activities in the lead up 
to Christmas.  

There is always lots going on at both lunch clubs, so if you would like information on either group, 
just give us a call. Dunstable Town Council also provides a number of coffee mornings across the 
town and they are completely free of charge. So if you fancy a natter and a cuppa contact us for 
details. There is no need to book, just turn up; we look forward to seeing you there. 

Contact Elaine McGarrigle on 01582 513000 or by email on elaine.mcgarrigle@dunstable.gov.uk

Dunstable Remembers
This Year Armistice Day and Remembrance Sunday fall on the 
same day and this year commemorates the 100th anniversary of 
the end of the First World War.

Dunstable remembers the men and women of the town who have 
suffered or died in war.  This year’s Remembrance Parade and 
Service will be held on Sunday 11 November 2018.

The parade of the town’s ex-service and uniformed organisations 
will assemble in Grove House Gardens (at the rear of Grove 
House) at 10.15 am and will then march to the War Memorial 
in Priory Gardens, via High Street North to the crossroads and 
traffic lights, then down High Street South to Priory House where 
the Town Mayor will take the salute. The parade will then form up 
at the memorial for the Act of Remembrance and wreath-laying 
ceremony at 11.00 am.  At the end of the ceremony everyone is 
invited to attend a short Service of Remembrance in the Priory 
Church.

Members of the public are most welcome to take part in 
Dunstable’s Act of Remembrance. Dunstable Town Council are 
once again keen to involve as many young people of the town 
as possible and would like to encourage representatives from 
schools in the town to take part in the parade and wreath laying.

For further information please contact Michele Markus on 01582 
891404 or email michele.markus@dunstable.gov.uk

The Longing Loo 
of Dunstable Men in Sheds

With summer over, you can hear the sound of a hammer and nail 
putting together a beautiful bird box, a pencil on paper planning a 
new project and a kettle boiling for a hot cup of tea (and, of course, 
don’t forget the munching on biscuits!)

Dunstable Men in Sheds continue to be a great success within 
Dunstable. They have been busy of late, creating a Tepee for 
Beecroft Academy and attended numerous events to spread their 
name and sell items they have created. You may have seen them!

A slight hump in the road for this group was toilet facilities where 
they are based. However, they have now built a temporary structure 
ready for when nature calls. This opens the group up to hold longer 
sessions and they will be progressing with this very soon!

Dunstable Men in Sheds continue to flourish and attract new 
members regularly. The project is for over 55s and encourages 
any men to come along and share and learn DIY skills. Even if you 
haven’t got a clue, they can teach you a thing or two!

The main aim is to reduce social isolation and make a difference in 
the local community which they are continuously doing. So, if you 
are interested in joining or are a business, group or organisation 
that has a project in mind for them to create, please contact MiS on 
07707 259395 or dunstablemeninsheds@gmail.com 

The Men in Sheds group meets on Monday, Wednesday and 
Fridays from 10.00 am to 1.00 pm (but progressing to 10.00 am 
to 4.00 pm very soon!) and are based at Meadway Allotments, 
Dunstable (next to the speed camera, half way down).
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Dunstable Town Council
and Committee Meetings
Copies of the agendas for all meetings are available for inspection three days beforehand at Grove House, Priory House 
(Tourist Information Centre) and Dunstable Library or via the Council’s website www.dunstable.gov.uk 

All meetings commence at 7.00 pm and are held at Grove House, 76 High Street North, Dunstable unless otherwise 
stated, and all are open to the public. Members of the public are welcome to ask questions about matters being 
considered at the meetings.  Advance notice is required by the previous working day and further information is available 
from the Council’s Head of Finance and Support Services rosemary.osullivan@dunstable.gov.uk.

Forthcoming meeting dates are listed below:
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10.00am – 11.00am   
The Dunstable Annals, who wrote them and how we got them  
- a talk by Stephen Williams 
 

11.00am – 11.30am  
Book Launch “The Annals of Dunstable Priory” 
 

11.30am – 12.00pm  
The Priory Church interior - a tour by Hugh Garrod 
 

12.00pm – 12.30pm  
The Hidden Priory - a walk by Dunstable Town Guides 
 

12.30pm – 1.15pm 10 minute talks   

 A wrestling match in Hockliffe by John Buckledee 
 Nigel Loring by Hugh Garrod 
 Tournaments by John Buckledee  
 The Siege of Bedford Castle by Tony Woodhouse 
 

1.15pm – 2.15pm  
The Dunstable Annals, all our villages and “The Crusader’s Gift”   
- a talk by Jean Yates 
 

2.15pm – 3.00pm 10 minute talks  repeated 

Bedfordshire Day 

Priory Church of St 

No booking required. There will be a Coffee morning at the church and lunches available at Priory 
House Tea Rooms with Bedfordshire Clangers, please book with Priory House to reserve your lunch table 

on 01582 891420.  
Visit www.friendsofbedfordshire.org.uk/bedfordshire-day for other events around the county 

The Diary of the Dunstable Priors, published in full for the first time in 800 years.  

Knights, Fights and Castles, how the monks saw it! 
 

Free events  
at Priory House and the Priory Church of St Peter  

Saturday  
24th November 2018 

29/10/2018 Community Services Committee

06/11/2018 Plans Sub-Committee

12/11/2018 Grounds and Environmental Services

19/11/2018 Finance and General Purposes Committee

21/11/2018 Accounts Sub-Committee 5.30 pm

27/11/2018 Plans Sub-Committee

03/12/2018 COUNCIL

13/12/2018 Dunstable Joint Committee (Watling House)

18/12/2018 Plans Sub-Committee

19/12/2018 Accounts Sub-Committee 5.30 pm

07/01/2019 Community Services Committee

08/01/2019 Plans Sub-Committee

14/01/2019 Grounds and Environmental Services

17/01/2019 Personnel Sub-Committee

21/01/2019 Finance and General Purposes Committee

23/01/2019 Accounts Sub-Committee 5.30 pm

29/01/2019 Plans Sub-Committee

04/02/2019 COUNCIL



Feedback Form
We would appreciate your comments 
on the services we provide.

Please enter your comments in the 
area to the right and return your slip to 
Grove House.

Return your comment slip to: 

Dunstable Town Council, 
Grove House, 76 High St North, 
Dunstable, Bedfordshire LU6 1NF

Services Dunstable Town Council Provides For You

Name:

Address:

Telephone:

Email:   

Please enter your details so that we may respond to your comments:

Ref: TotT 81 October 2018

TALKTOWNof the

Main Council Reception 01582 513000
For more information visit www.dunstable.gov.uk

Grounds and Environmental Services
Cemetery Management
Maintenance of grounds, grave preparation,  
burial and memorial arrangements
Dunstable Cemetery, West Street, Dunstable LU6 1PD
01582 891428 | cemetery@dunstable.gov.uk

Parks and Open Spaces
Maintenance of grounds, sport pitches and skate park, 
litter picking, dog bins, grass cutting
Freephone 0800 013 0350 | info@dunstable.gov.uk

Allotments
Plot lettings and maintenance of sites
01582 891426 | allotments@dunstable.gov.uk

Play Areas
Maintenance, inspections and cleansing
Freephone 0800 013 0350 | info@dunstable.gov.uk

Town Centre Maintenance
Maintenance of raised beds, grassed areas
and floral displays
01582 513000 | info@dunstable.gov.uk

Maintenance of Priory & Grove House Gardens
Grounds maintenance, litter picking, dog bins
01582 891413 | john.crawley@dunstable.gov.uk

Town Ranger & Town Centre Ranger
Cleaning up the public places in Dunstable
Freephone 0800 013 0350 

Grove Skate Park
01582 513000 | info@dunstable.gov.uk

Bennett’s Splash & Splashside Café
01582 891433 | james.slack@dunstable.gov.uk

Community Services 
Town Centre Management
Economic regeneration, Christmas lights, Ashton Square public 
toilets and twice-monthly themed markets
01582 891436 | annette.clynes@dunstable.gov.uk

Events Programme including:
Dunstable Live, Fireworks, Party in the Park, Proms in the Park
01582 891406 | lisa.vincent@dunstable.gov.uk | events@dunstable.gov.uk

Priory House
Heritage Centre, TIC, functions, tea rooms and gift shop
Priory House Heritage Centre, 33 High St South, Dunstable LU6 3RZ
01582 891420 | prioryhouse@dunstable.gov.uk

Grove Corner Young People’s Centre
76a High Street North, Dunstable LU6 1NF
01582 891434 | info@dunstable.gov.uk

Older People’s Support Service
Good Companions day care, CPCFC Lunch Club
01582 513000 | info@dunstable.gov.uk

Creasey Park Community Football Centre
Artificial/grass pitches, function room, licensed bar, BMX track
Creasey Park Drive, Dunstable LU6 1BB
01582 891433 or 07712 861618 | cpcfc@dunstable.gov.uk

Peter Newton Pavilion (Managed by Beds FA)
Century House, Skimpot Road, Dunstable LU5 4JU | 01582 565111

Downside Community Centre
Licensed to the Seventh Day Adventist Church
Suffolk Road, Downside Estate, Dunstable | 01582 666403

Mayoral and Democratic Services
Remembrance Day Parade and Service, Mayor’s Charity 
Events, Civic Services, Democratic Representation
01582 891404 | michele.markus@dunstable.gov.uk

Your comments:

Thank you for submitting your comments, the information will be used by Dunstable Town Council for developing services 
and marketing purposes and will not be sold to any other organisation. Your details are strictly confidential. The data 
protection act 1998 guarantees that the information you have provided will only be used for the correct purposes. If you do 
not want to receive any additional information from Dunstable Town Council please tick this box.

For any queries relating to Council Tax, Housing Benefits, Refuse or Highways please contact Central Bedfordshire Council
on 0300 300 8000 or email customers@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk or visit www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

DUNSTABLE
TOWN COUNCIL


