


DUNSTABLE TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE 

HELD AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, GROVE HOUSE, HIGH STREET NORTH
 DUNSTABLE 

ON MONDAY 1 JUNE 2026


Present:		Councillors Richard Attwell (Town Mayor), Kenson Gurney (Chair), Trevor Adams (Vice Chair), Gregory Alderman, Wendy Bater, Steven Collins, Nicholas Kotarski and Matthew Neall.

In Attendance:		Paul Hodson (Town Clerk and Chief Executive), Becky Wisbey (Head of Community Services), Georgia Pearson (Democratic Services Manager), Gill Peck (Youth and Community Manager) and Gina Thanky (Events Officer). 

In Attendance 
Remotely:             Councillors John Gurney, Sally Kimondo and Johnson Tamara.  Annette Clynes (Town Centre Manager)
			
Public:		Nil


150/26	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence.  

151/26	SPECIFIC DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST	
	
There were no specific declarations of interest.  

152/26	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

[bookmark: _Hlk200634685]There were no questions from the public.   

[bookmark: _Hlk200635011]153/26	TO AGREE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 2 MARCH 2026 AS AN ACCURATE RECORD

The minutes of the meeting of the Community Services Committee held on 2 March 2026 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

154/26	TOWN CENTRE SERVICES

The Town Centre Manager presented a detailed report on Town Centre initiatives including market bookings, Ashton Square Toilets, trader engagement, vacancy rates, and the Christmas lighting scheme. 
 
Members noted that bookings for upcoming market events were rising, with strong participation anticipated for June events. The Committee also noted the positive feedback from recent town centre events, including Love Your Local Market and Bites on the Square. 

In relation to Christmas lighting, officers advised that a full decision report with options would be presented in September for Christmas 2027. 
 

155/26	SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENT DECISION REPORT

Councillor Sally Kimondo declared a non-pecuniary interest in relation to Hospice at Home on the basis that she is a trustee of that organisation. Councillor Kimondo attended the meeting online so was not physically present or able to vote, and did not speak during this item.
 
The Youth and Community Manager summarised the report provided to members. 
 
Members were advised that the existing four-year service level agreements with local organisations had reached, or were approaching, the end of their current term, and that the relevant organisations had provided evidence of the positive impact of the funding received. 
 

It was proposed, seconded and 
 
RESOLVED: That the Council enter into the following four-year Service Level Agreements from budget 303 4321:

	Organisation
	2027/28
	2028/29
	2029/30
	2030/31
	Total (4 years)

	Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity (BRCC)
	£2,000
	£2,000
	£2,000
	£2,000
	£8,000

	Dunstable Citizens Advice
	£2,000
	£2,000
	£2,000
	£2,000
	£8,000

	Dunstable Town Band
	£1,000
	£1,000
	£1,000
	£1,000
	£4,000

	Dunstable Town Guides
	£800
	£800
	£800
	£800
	£3,200

	Total per year
	£5,800
	£5,800
	£5,800
	£5,800
	£23,200




[bookmark: _Hlk169870621]156/26	EAR MARKED RESERVES

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive summarised the key points in the report. 
 
It was proposed, seconded and 
 
RESOLVED: To approve the release of £12,325 from the ear marked reserve 322 – Older People’s Day Care Service - for expenditure incurred specifically for their purpose.


157/26	GROVE CORNER AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

The Youth and Community Manager summarised the report.  
 
Members noted ongoing projects at Bennetts Splash Cafe and Community Hub, including a sustainable fashion project hosted by a local resident, a formation of a group of park and cafe users to help plan a family event in September and noted that a 16-hour catering assistant had been recruited at Priory House.


158/26	OLDER PEOPLE SERVICES

The Youth and Community Manager summarised the report. 
 
Members noted that the rising catering costs may exceed the allocated budget per person, which currently sits at £8.50 for a two-course meal. Officers were monitoring food wastage to help optimise those orders.  
 
The over 55’s breakfast club was at capacity with 20 members. The Chatty Cafe, aimed to provide additional social opportunities for those on the waiting list. 
 
It was noted that coffee mornings have successfully connected isolated individuals with local groups which was positive for the residents. 
 
All 175 tickets for the Big Lunch were allocated within several hours of the launch.

159/26	EVENTS

The Events Manager provided the report on recent and upcoming events in the Town. 
 
St George's Day and Around the World events were extremely successful, with each of them having an estimated attendance of 3,000 – 4,000 visitors. 
 

To date, 12 teams had entered the Soapbox Derby race, double the number of entrants from last year.  
 
It was proposed, seconded and 
 
RESOLVED: That the proposed 2027/2028 events programme be approved.

160/26	PRIORY HOUSE

The Head of Community Services presented the report on Priory House. 
 
Repair works were on schedule. Efforts were underway to increase community awareness through social media, events and collaborations with partners to raise community awareness on Priory House and its re-opening. 
 
Creative Core were working with archaeologists and local partners to develop the interactive exhibition.


161/26	REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

An update was provided in relation to Men in Sheds. Members noted that the organisation were preparing for a busy summer show season and continued to undertake commissioned work for the community.  

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting was to be held on Monday 7 September 2026 at 7 pm.

Meeting closed at 7.55 pm



