                                                                                                                                         
DUNSTABLE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE GROUNDS AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

HELD ON MONDAY 8 JUNE 2026 FROM 7 PM


Present:	Councillors Richard Attwell (Town Mayor), Robert Blennerhassett (Deputy Town Mayor), Michelle Henderson (Chair), Nicholas Kotarski (Vice-Chair), Matthew Brennan, Sally Kimondo, Shaun Moulster and Johnson Tamara

In Attendance: Paul Hodson (Town Clerk and Chief Executive), Jane Conway (Head of Grounds and Environmental Services), Katherine Doyle (Parks and Green Space Development Officer) Daniel Mott (Grounds Operations Manager), Georgia Pearson (Democratic Services Manager) and James Stenson (Cemetery Manager)

In Attendance 
Remotely:         Councillors John Gurney and Peter Hollick

Public:	Nil

171/26 - Apologies for Absence

Councillors Trevor Adams, Wendy Bater, John Gurney and Peter Hollick

172/26 – Specific Declarations of Interest

There were no specific declarations of interest.

173/26 - Public Question Time

There were no questions from the public.

174/26 – Minutes of the Previous Meeting
                
The minutes from the meeting of the Grounds & Environmental Services Committee held on Monday 9 March 2026 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

175/26 - To receive the minutes of the Meetings of Plans Sub-Committee meetings held on 16 March, 13 April and 11 May 2026.

RESOLVED: that the minutes from the Plans Sub-Committee meetings held on 16 March, 13 April and 11 May 2026 be received                                           
                                                
176/26 - Action Tracker

Councillor Tamara entered the chamber at 7.04 pm

Members were informed that the CCTV camera within Priory Gardens was running and in use.

Members discussed the cleanliness of the town centre pavements.  Officers undertook to review options for carrying out a jet washing programme.

ACTION: Head of Grounds and Environmental Services and Grounds Operations Manager

                                         
177/26 - Brewers Hill and Downs Road Recreation Grounds Management Plans

The Head of Grounds and Environmental Services summarised the report which Members discussed in detail.
Members expressed concern that no clear timetable had been provided for renewing play areas. They asked for a more transparent priority order based on condition, usage and community need, rather than investment being directed to sites already performing well. Particular concern was raised about French’s Avenue, which was considered to be in poor condition and in urgent need of improvement.
Members noted that play equipment was subject to regular inspections, including quarterly independent inspections, an annual insurance inspection, and ongoing visual checks. Grass cutting and general maintenance operated on a performance-based approach, ensuring areas were maintained to an acceptable standard.

It was agreed that officers would provide details of the full likely cost of renewing and replacing the Council’s play areas in the next ten years. This would be provided to the Committee later in 2026.  

Action: Head of Grounds and Environmental Services

It was proposed, seconded and:

RESOLVED:  that the draft management plans for Brewers Hill and Downs Road Recreation Grounds be adopted.


178/26 - Ear Marked Reserves

The committee received a recommendation to approve the release of Grounds and Environmental Services specific ear-marked reserves for expenditure due to be incurred specifically for their purpose.

	Reserve
	Balance at 30/04/2026 (excluding commitments)
	Detail

	331 – Tree Reserve
	£24,861
	For ongoing annual surveys / inspections and subsequent essential works

	344 – Fencing Reserve
	£14,088
	For essential replacement and repair works




Members discussed the recommendation and the role of ear-marked reserves.  It was noted that the Community Services Committee had approved a similar recommendation, but Members of the Grounds and Environmental Services Committee had reservations in providing a blanket spending approval.  

It was proposed, seconded and: 
 
RESOLVED: that the matter be referred to the Finance and General Purposes Committee for further consideration.

[bookmark: _Hlk106114698][bookmark: _Hlk106113941]179/26 - Parks and Recreation Grounds, Cemetery, Allotments, Town Centre Gardens and Rangers Services

The Grounds Operations Manager, Cemetery Manager and Parks and Green Space Development Officer summarised the report.

Members were informed that judging for Anglia in Bloom would take place on 22 July 2026 and Britain in Bloom would be 3 August 2026. Preparations were progressing well with the production of a submission portfolio and promotional film underway.

Members noted that Dunstable in Bloom had been shortlisted for the Environmental Award at the BBC Three Counties Make a Difference Awards.

180/26 - Reports from Outside Organisations

Central Bedfordshire Council (Development Committee)

Members noted that there had been no significant updates arising from recent meetings.

Friends of Priory House and Gardens

The AGM had been conducted in a straightforward manner. A presentation was delivered on community engagement and partnership working, highlighting the contribution of local groups to the town. The organisation continues to focus on fundraising and community involvement.

181/26 - Motion to exclude public and press

It was proposed, seconded and

RESOLVED: In terms of Schedule 12A, Local Government Act 1972, the following item would be likely to disclose exempt information relating to establishment and contractual matters and therefore, pursuant to the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 the public and press be excluded.


182/26 - Vehicle Replacement Programme and Spending Approval

The Grounds Operations Manager summarised the report to members. The report was discussed in detail.

It was proposed, seconded and:

RESOLVED:  
1.1. to authorise the release of an additional £75,000 from the Vehicle and Equipment Reserve for the purchase of a replacement Ride on Mower and Cemetery Digger. 

1.2. to approve the reallocation of £35,000 from the same budget towards the purchase of a replacement ride-on mower and a new digger for the Cemetery. The previously approved £15,000 allocation for refurbishment of the existing cemetery to also be redirected towards the cost of replacing the digger.


183/26 - Removal of Unauthorised Memorial at Dunstable Cemetery

The Committee received a report summarised by the Town Clerk & Chief Executive.

It was proposed, seconded and:

RESOLVED:  to defer the matter to Full Council for decision.

184/26 - New Cemetery Development Progress Update

The Cemetery Manager summarised the report.

It was proposed, seconded and:

RESOLVED:  to approve the release of £12,725 from earmarked reserves towards the cost of the new cemetery development work.

185/26 - Date of the next meeting – Monday 5 October 2026 at 7 pm


The meeting closed at 9.37 pm.



