
Bagshawe & Co. & Dales Dubbin
Bagshawe & Co. Ltd. was an 

internationally renowned firm of 
engineers and manufacturers and 
one of the town’s leading employers. 
ARTHUR BAGSHAWE 1859 -1926

Arthur Bagshawe was born in 
Sheffield into a Derbyshire family. 
He founded his own business in 
Paris importing chains from the 
United States and then moved 
his offices and warehouse to 
London in 1892. 
At the turn of the century 
Arthur realised that mechanical 
handling systems could increase 
manufacturing productivity and 
he decided to build a factory 

in England to build his own products. In 1906, 
after a thorough search, a 17 acre site was 
located in Church Street, Dunstable, with good 
road communications and adjacent to the Great 
Northern Railway, Church Street Station. The 
London offices were retained until 1912.
In 1907 Arthur Bagshawe rented the Grove House 
in High Street North and brought his family 
here to live. He also rented the property next 
door, known as The Beeches, which had been 
separated from Grove House in 1840, reuniting 
them as one again. Eventually he acquired the 
freehold and in 1936, the family sold the house 
and gardens to Dunstable Borough Council.
In 1913, while visiting the Festival of Empire 
Exhibition at Crystal Palace, Arthur purchased the 
Vienna Pavilion thinking it would make striking 
offices for the Dunstable factory.

Grove House is now the offices of Dunstable Town Council 

This had originally been built for the White City 
Exhibition at Hammersmith. For many years this 
was an architectural landmark when entering 
Dunstable from the Luton Road but tragically it 
was destroyed in a fire in 1978. 
During World War I, production was switched 
to the war effort. Cases for mortar bombs were 
cast in the foundry and Bagshawe’s malleable 
iron chain was used for the tracks of the original 
tanks which appeared on the Western Front in 
the autumn of 1916. 
Arthur died in 1926 and his eldest son, Arthur 
William Gerald, was appointed managing 
director. During World War II, special conveyors 
were made for the Royal Ordnance Factories. 
Chains were still made for industry but the 
foundry was extended considerably for the 
manufacture of tracks for Bren gun carriers. The 
factory also produced pontoons for the Mulberry 
Harbour which was towed across the English 
Channel on D-Day. During the war the firm even 
had its own unit of the Home Guard.
Bagshawes also had their own canteen and sports 
and social club, (cricket, football, bowls, tennis 
and rifle range) – there were Christmas parties for 
pensioners and employees’ children.
In 1953 the company was sold to Thomas Tilling 
Limited and was eventually closed down in 1972.

Dales Dubbin was a nationally 
and internationally acclaimed 

leather dressing product that was 
exported around the world. 
JOHN THOMAS DALES 1849 - 1934

John Thomas Dales, 
affectionately known as JTD, 
was born in Upwell in Norfolk 
in 1849.
The Dales family were 
Huguenots who are thought 
to have originally come 
to this country in the 17th 
century. John was the eldest 
son of Robert and Maria 
Dales who were drapers 
and grocers and in 1875 

he was also listed as that, no doubt working for 
his father. In 1880 John Dales started a company 
called Dales Dubbin, which adverts of the time 
show to have been in East Dulwich. It’s not known 
how he came to be associated with dubbin. It is 
possible that he became interested in some leather 

dressing products that were 
sold by his father. In 1875 
he married Frances Pierce 
and they had three children; 
Thomas Robert, Lucy 
Veronica and Lily Wenonah. 
Tragically, his wife died in 
1887 from tuberculosis at the 
age of 37 and later that year 
his son Thomas 
died in an 
accident.

The Dales came to Dunstable 
in 1902, having bought a 
property known as the Tower 
House in High Street North 
(now demolished, opposite 
Chiltern Road) together with a 
factory in Tavistock Street and 
production of Dales Dubbin moved 
to Dunstable. 

John Dales became a councillor in  
1908 until 1920 and 1926 until 1932 and in 1926 
he became an alderman. He was the town mayor 
in 1919/20 and a county councillor from then until 
ill health forced him to retire early in 1934. He died 
in February in that year, nearly 85 years old.
Both daughters joined the business, but Lily (she 
was known as Winnie because of her middle name), 
married a Norwegian and left Dunstable for a time. 

LUCY VERONICA DALES 1878 - 1949 
After John’s death Lucy 
Dales took over the running 
of the company, but sales 
of dubbin were in decline 
and the company struggled. 
The company was wound 
up in 1947 and the rights 
to making Dales Dubbin 
was transferred to another 
manufacturer.
Lucy Dales had followed 
her father into civic life, 
becoming the first female 

councillor of the borough in 1919 and her father, 
as mayor, found himself in the unique position of 
welcoming her in that capacity.  
She continued as a councillor until 1926, then 
as an alderman until 1932 and became the 
first Lady Mayor in Dunstable in 1925/26. 
She had been a borough magistrate since 
1927 until her death in February 1949 
aged 70. 
Lucy and her father are buried 
nearby in the same grave.  

Lily is buried elsewhere in 
the cemetery.

Arthur Bagshawe John Thomas Dales in 1919

Vienna Pavilion, soon after installation Grove House in the early 1900s 1913 advert for Bagshawe’s chainsBagshawe’s Home Guard Unit

Lucy Veronica Dales in 1925

Pre World War II tin 
of Dales Dubbin

Tower House in High Street North 
where the Dales lived



Worthington George Smith
Worthington George Smith, whose grave can be 

seen here, was born on 23 March 1835 at  
19 Aske Street, Shoreditch, London.
He was the only child of George Smith, a civil 
servant from Gaddesden Row, Hertfordshire, 

and Sarah Worthington of 
Laxton, Nottinghamshire. 

APPRENTICE ARCHITECT
He left school at 16 and was 
apprenticed to an architect. 
Although he wanted to design 

buildings, his creativity was 
confined to ecclesiastical 
fittings and Victorian drains. 

MARRIAGE
On 24 March 
1856 Smith 
married 
Henrietta White, 
a bonnet sewer 
from Dunstable, 
with whom he had 
seven children, only 
three of whom survived 
early childhood.

FREELANCE 
ILLUSTRATOR
In 1861, disenchanted 
with routine 
architectural 
work, Smith became 
a freelance illustrator, 
specialising in architectural 
and botanical work.

DUNSTABLE
In 1884, following heart 
problems, Smith moved his 
family to his wife’s home town of Dunstable 
and set up home at  
121 High Street South.

MYCOLOGY
Worthington G Smith developed a particular 

expertise in fungi, which he collected, studied, 
and illustrated.

He sometimes risked his family’s life by 
involving them in sampling edible and 

poisonous varieties and on at least one 
occasion managed to poison everyone – 

fortunately they all survived the ordeal.

ARCHAEOLOGY
Worthington G Smith was a 
very important member of a 

group of Victorian archaeologists 
whose work established palaeolithic 
archaeology in Britain. 
He observed, meticulously recorded 
and published details of some of the 
best palaeolithic sites ever to come 
to light in England. In his quest 

for palaeolithic evidence in the area, he would 
climb into numerous brickwork clay-pits which 
resulted in a very dishevelled appearance and 
he was often mistaken for a tramp.

AUTHOR
He published extensively, writing many articles 
and papers, as well as several books. But it is 
his book about prehistory entitled: ‘Man, the 
Primeval Savage; his haunts and relics from the 
hilltops of Bedfordshire to Blackwall’ published 
in 1894 that is still much respected today.

FIRST FREEMAN OF DUNSTABLE
Despite having an aversion to local dignitaries 
he became the first Freeman of Dunstable ‘in 
appreciation of the eminent services rendered 
to his country in connection with his profession, 
and his munificent gifts to the Corporation’.

DEATH
On 19 October 1917, he investigated 
damage caused by a bomb that had 
been dropped by a Zeppelin near 
his home and caught a chill, which 
developed into pneumonia and he 
died on 27 October 1917. 
He was given a civic ceremony 
by the Town and was buried 
here alongside Henrietta 
who predeceased him 
by four months. 

One of the earliest 
surviving portraits of 
Worthington G Smith

A rose painted by  
Worthington G Smith  

in 1869 for the  
Floral Magazine

Worthington G Smith and his wife, Henrietta, in their garden in 1906



Dunstable Cemetery
By the 1850s Priory Churchyard 

had become too small for the 
town and a new cemetery was 
planned to meet the requirement of 
a growing population.
After much initial opposition to the idea of a new 
cemetery (the vicar thought that the churchyard 
could cope for another 200 years), it eventually 
found favour and a committee of 13 people, 
representing different denominations within 
the town, was elected in 1860, with a view to 
purchasing land and buildings. 
This West Street site was considered most 
suitable for a new cemetery and enough land was 
purchased for the surplus to be rented out for 
grazing until it was needed. Designs for two chapel 
buildings connected by an arch, together with two 
lodges and ornamental gates, were submitted 
by Luton architect George Halton. These were 
approved by the committee in July 1861 and 
tenders for the building work were sought.
The beautiful building is substantially the same 
today, although the large ornamentation on the 
roof above the archway has been removed, as 
well as the crucifixes above the chapels, and the 
ornamental gates. There are large trees along 
much of the frontage now and the old lodge 
house on the left, which provided accommodation 
for the cemetery manager, has been demolished. 
The chapel on the right is now used as offices. 

JAMES TURNEY  
1857 – 1861 
The first interment at the cemetery took place on 
22nd October 1861 when James Turney, aged 4, 
was buried. James was the son of Thomas and his 
wife Eliza who lived in Church Street, Dunstable. 
On the 1861 census return Thomas is shown as 
an omnibus driver (horse-driven at this time of 
course – he is also listed as a groom on James’ 
death certificate). The death certificate shows he 
died on 20th October 1861 of acute hydrocephalus. 
Congenital hydrocephalus is a chronic condition and 
would have been obvious for years. As he was shown 
to have been ill for 2 weeks, meningitis is unlikely, 
which in 1861 would have been fatal in 2 or 3 days. 
It’s possible though he had a brain tumour, which 
prevented the flow of cerebral fluid, leading to acute 
hydrocephalus, but we’ll never know for sure.
The memorial stone, much damaged, shows his 
parents and brother, James and sister, Emily, are 
all buried together.

CONSECRATION
The Cemetery was consecrated on Friday 
19th August 1864 by the Bishop of Ely,  
Dr Harold Browne, with prayers and 
lessons read by the rector of Priory 
Church, the Rev Frederick Hose.

GREEN FLAG
Dunstable Town Council is very 
proud that the Cemetery has 
been granted Green Flag 
status – a national award 
which recognises the 
way in which it is 
being run and 
maintained.

An engraving by R Todd of the cemetery chapels designed  by Luton  
architect George Halton in 1860

The damaged Turney family memorial stone recording the death of James 
Turney aged 4, the first person interred at the cemetery in 1861

Dunstable Herald item about the cemetery referring to James Turney’s intermentThe death certificate showing James Turney’s death diagnosed as acute hydrocephalus

The Bedfordshire Mercury article dated 27th August 1864 about the consecration  
of the Cemetery



The Tibbett Family
The Tibbetts, who are buried here, were an influential family who 

published several Dunstable newspapers, including the long-
running Dunstable Gazette.
JAMES TIBBETT SENIOR  
1809/10 – 1876

James Tibbett 
Senior was 
the head of a 
family of local 
newspaper 
entrepreneurs. 
In 1832 he 
married Sarah 
Cook and 
together they 
had 8 children,  
3 boys and 5 
girls. 

James Tibbett started 
trading in Dunstable 
Market under an umbrella 
selling newspapers. After 
this, he began to attend all 
the local markets selling 
pencils, quill pens, writing 
paper and sealing-wax. His 
method of transport was a 
box on wheels drawn by a 
large dog. 
From this small beginning he 
amassed enough money to rent 
a shop to sell stationery, toys 
and books at 11 (now 21) High 
Street South in around 1840. 

Having bought a small press he began printing 
at the premises and this side of the business 
later became known as the Albion Press. James 
Tibbett was a Methodist lay preacher who strongly 
supported the temperance movement.  
He established Dunstable’s first local newspaper 
on 1st June 1855, the ‘Dunstable Chronicle and 
Monthly Local Reporter’.
He followed this with the ‘Dunstable Chronicle & 
Advertiser’ which was published on 5th June 1856. 
He retired around 1869 to a large house in Icknield 
Street called Icknield Villa where he died in 1876.

JAMES TIBBETT JUNIOR
1841 – 1921
James Tibbett Junior took over the Albion 
Press around the year 1869 on his father’s 
retirement. James married Elizabeth Johnson 
in 1866 and together they had 4 children, Alice, 
Alfred, William and Charles. Elizabeth died in 
1872 and in 1881 he married Henrietta Brittain 
who was 17 years his junior. She had originally 
been his housekeeper, and they went on to 
have 3 children, Gordon, Stanley and Howard. 
Wanting to run a newspaper of his own he 
launched ‘The Dunstable Advertiser and 
Weekly Reporter’ on 2nd August 1884, in direct 
competition with the ‘Dunstable Borough 
Gazette’. It was printed by the Albion Press and 
it continued publication until September 1905 
when it was taken over and incorporated into 
the Luton Reporter. 
The Albion Press was run by James until his 
death in 1921 after which his son Alfred and 
grandson Cyril expanded it, before being 
eventually taken over by Index Printers.
James was a highly respected member of the 
Dunstable Wesleyan Church and he devoted a 
great deal of his time and energy in connection 
with the church. He also actively supported the 
poor and distressed of the town.

DANIEL TIBBETT
1838 – 1871
Daniel, another 
son of James 
Tibbetts Senior, 
married Kezia 
Goode in 1862 
and together 
they had two 
daughters, Ada 
and Nelsia. 
He set up his 
own printing, 
bookbinding 
and stationery 
business in 1864 
at 71 High Street 
North (near the 
Quadrant). 
In 1865, when  
he was only 26 
years of age, 
he launched the ‘Dunstable Borough 
Gazette’, which became the ‘Dunstable 
Gazette’ in 1969. Sadly, Daniel died 
prematurely in 1871 at the age of 
35 and his wife, Kezia, also died 
a few months later aged just 
29, leaving their daughters 
orphaned. 
James Tibbett Senior 
came out of retirement 
and ran the Gazette 
until it was sold in 
1875.

James Tibbett Senior

A front cover of The Dunstable Borough Gazette, 
dated Saturday 17th July 1869 – the paper was 
launched by Daniel Tibbett in 1865 and it  
became the Dunstable Gazette in 1969

The Dunstable Chronicle and Advertiser which 
was published in June 1856

Icknield Villa in Icknield Street – the family home of James Tibbett Senior

The family grave where James Senior, James Junior and Daniel Tibbett are buried

A family gathering of the Tibbett family in the garden at Icknield Villa in 1876, 
James Tibbett Senior is standing on the right, just a few months before he died 



LEISURE
What is this life if, full of care, 
We have no time to stand and stare.
No time to stand beneath the boughs 
And stare as long as sheep or cows.
No time to see, when woods we pass, 
Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass.
No time to see, in broad daylight, 
Streams full of stars, like skies at night.
No time to turn at Beauty’s glance, 
And watch her feet, how they can dance.
No time to wait till her mouth can 
Enrich that smile her eyes began.
A poor life this if, full of care, 
We have no time to stand and stare.

William Henry Davies

Red Kite

Song Thrush

Tawny Owl

Flora and Fauna  

T 
he flora and fauna 

of Dunstable Cemetery 
is managed with great 

sensitivity. The cemetery’s 
natural geology and chalk soil 

allow many species to flourish here.
As a Green Flag accredited site, the Council 
endeavours to strike a balance between the 
necessary management of the site while creating 
a sanctuary for visitors and wildlife alike. 
Listed here are just a few of the plants, animals, 
and habitats that you will see through the seasons.

SPRING AND SUMMER PERENNIAL 
WILDFLOWERS 
Yellow Rattle: Rhinanthus minor 
Botanical surveys have recorded over 
one hundred plant species at the 
cemetery. Perennial wildflower areas 
have been sown throughout the site, 
including Yellow Rattle. Yellow Rattle 
is an annual plant that parasitizes 
surrounding vegetation 
which in turn encourages the open 
sward structure that is necessary for 
biodiversity. The perennial wildflower 
areas are allowed to grow, flower, and 
set seed before cutting and collecting 
towards the end of the summer.
Spring: Many beneficial species 
thrive within the grassland of the 
cemetery. During spring look out for 
carpets of Primroses and Common 
Dog Violets.

Summer: Within the wildflower areas you will 
see a succession of wildlife friendly, beautiful 
species, that include, Field Scabious, Black 
Knapweed, Lady’s Bedstraw, Wild Mignonette 

and Salad Burnet.

A GARDEN ‘ESCAPEE’
Red Valerian: Centranthus ruber
Red Valerian has naturally colonised at the 
cemetery. This plant produces clouds of dark 
pink flowers from June to August. 
Red Valerian is a Mediterranean 
perennial that was initially 
introduced to this country as a 
garden plant. An ‘escapee’ it 
now thrives in the cemetery’s 
chalk soil and grave crevices 
that imitate its native cliff-
side habitat. The flowers are a 
magnet for bees and butterflies providing 
essential food for our pollinators 
during the summer months. When 
the Valerian has finished its main 
flowering period it is cut back to 
ground level and will continue to 
flower intermittently until the end 
of summer.

DISTINCTIVE TREES
Scots Pine: Pinus sylvestris 
The Scots Pine is a hardy, climate resilient tree 
that can live to over 700 years old. Identified by 
its height, evergreen features, 
and rough, scaly bark, it 
is sometimes referred to 
as the Drovers Pine. 
Local folklore suggests 
that these Pines 
were used as way 
markers guiding 
farmers who were bringing livestock 
to the market town of Dunstable and on 
into London. Scots Pines in this part of 
southern England are the main caterpillar 
food plant for the pine hawkmoth and are 
also the preferred tree of choice for 
Ravens using this site for nesting.

IVY: LOVE IT OR LOATHE IT: 
WE LOVE IT!
Climbing and ground spreading 
Ivy: Hedera helix and sub species
Often misunderstood native Ivy has long been 
accused of strangling trees and undermining 
built structures. However, Ivy can also have a 
symbiotic relationship with some trees and with 
walls and stonework. Ivy can support up to 50 
other species of wildlife, providing nectar from 
its flowers later in summer and food from its 
berries during winter. 
Ivy growth at the cemetery is carefully considered, 
deciding the best approach for each situation and 
stage of growth. As an important and beneficial 
species for wildlife the Council aims to 
strike a balance, managing rather 
than eradicating Ivy growth.

BATS AT THE CEMETERY
In our efforts to encourage wildlife, 
the Council have installed bat boxes 
on several trees throughout the 
cemetery. The Common Pipistrelle 
Bat is known to be resident. 

BIRDS OF THE CEMETERY 
Over thirty species of bird have been sighted at 
the cemetery. Birds from the finch, tit, thrush, 
and corvid families are resident all year round. 
Since 2009 there has been an increase in 
sightings of raptors such as Buzzards, Red Kite, 
and Sparrowhawk. Tawny Owls 
are also often heard from the 
east side of the cemetery. 
We know that Ravens have bred 
successfully at the cemetery, they use 
the Scots Pine trees to nest and rear 
their families. Ravens are one of the largest 
members of the corvid family, known for their 
intelligence, they usually mate for life and can live 
for up to twenty years in the wild. Ravens have 
a distinctive, honking call, deeper than a crow’s 
caw.  Their call can be audible for more than a mile 
away; and ravens often give it in response to other 
ravens they hear in the distance. 

Ivy: Hedera helix

Common 
Pipistrelle Bat

Take your time to look out for some 
of the plants and animals 

mentioned. Please enjoy 
this beautiful sanctuary 

within the heart of 
Dunstable.

Scots Pine: 
Pinus sylvestris 

Yellow Rattle: 
Rhinanthus minor

Red Valerian:  
Centranthus ruber



Dunstable had its first mayor in 
1865 and these are some that

are buried in this cemetery.
EDWIN WILLIAM BROWN
1827 - 1876
Mayor Edwin William Brown is 
believed to have been born in 
Weedon, Buckinghamshire in 
1827. The 1851 and 1861 census 
describes him as plait buyer/
dealer. Living in Park Farm, Eaton 
Bray, he became mayor in 1875 

and sadly he died during his mayoral year on May 
26, 1876. 
On his burial records he is listed as a farmer.

JOHN LANGRIDGE
1824 - 1888
John Langridge became mayor 
of Dunstable in 1886. He was 
born at St Albans in 1824 the 
son of St Albans Mayor Edward 
Langridge and Sarah Elizabeth 
Langridge they were both 
grocers. John Langridge married 

Harriett Crawley at Wheathampstead in 1849 
and together they had four sons - one of them, 
Arthur, also became mayor. According to the 
1851 census Edward and Sarah were grocers 
living in High Street South. He was obviously a 
colourful character because in reality his main 
profession was as a money lender and property 
owner. He made regular court appearances 
claiming assaults against him when pursuing 
unpaid debts.

MAYORAL CHAIN
The gold Mayoral Chain, 
was gifted to the council 
by Alderman Charles 
Stockdale Benning, 
who was mayor in 
1865. It was first worn 
by Councillor Arthur 
Edward Langridge when 
he became mayor in 
1894. The chain has 
been extended over the 
years to accommodate 
additional names.

ARTHUR EDWARD 
LANGRIDGE
1852 - 1908
Arthur Edward Langridge 
was the son of Dunstable 
Mayor John and Harriett 
Langridge, he was born in 
Dunstable, May 22 1852.  
John Langridge married 

Annie Miller in 1889 and they lived at 
Crawley Villa in High Street South, where 
they had a son and daughter. 
He is described in the 1891 census as a 
bill discounter – following in his father’s 

footsteps as a form 
of money lender.
Arthur held the office 
of mayor four times: 
in 1894/95, 1895/96, 
1900/1 and was re-
elected for 1901/2. 
His spare time was 
spent breeding 
prize pigeons 
and, according to 
newspaper reports  
at the time, he won 
many awards. 
He died suddenly in 
1908 aged 55.

WILLIAM JARDINE
1806 - 1873
William Jardine was born in 
Closeburn in Scotland on 
August 17 1806. The 1841 
census describes him as a 
‘draper and tea dealer’, living in 
Church Street, Dunstable, with 
his wife Jane and four sons 
and a daughter. William, their 

eldest son, became a judge in India, but he 
died of cholera, aged just 32. 
William became a councillor in 1865 and 
mayor of Dunstable during 1869. He was 
also appointed an alderman in 1868 and  
a magistrate in 1866.

JOSEPH OSBORN
1824 - 1893
Joseph Osborn was 
born in 1824 to George 
and Elizabeth Osborn 
in Dunstable, where his 
father was a draper.

Joseph Osborn also 
became a draper in High 
Street South in the building called Albion 
Buildings. In 1851 William Elliot sold the 
old Saracen’s Head building to Joseph 
Osborn, who demolished it and erected 
Albion Buildings on the site and the stone 

inscription can still be seen on the building 
today.
In 1865 Joseph Osborn became mayor. It was 
during this time that he donated the mace to 
the council. 
A great benefactor to the town, in 1866 he 
presented it with a piece of land, costing 
£1,500, for the town hall and other buildings 
to be erected. 
On his retirement, Joseph and Sarah 

moved to Hastings. After Joseph died 
in 1893, his body was returned to 

Dunstable where he is buried along 
with his wife. One of his employee’s, 
Ben White, who died in 1864 aged 
33, had earlier been buried in the 
same plot, and his name is also 
recorded on the memorial 
stone where  
he his described as 
‘Faithful Assistant’.

Dunstable Mayors

Money lending advert for John Langridge in the Luton Times and Advertiser 
dated 14 March 1879

John and Harriett Langridge’s 
gravestone

Edwin William Brown’s gravestone

Mayoral Chain

William Jardine’s gravestone Arthur Langridge’s gravestone

Joseph and Sarah Osborn’s 
gravestone together with Ben White

The mace which was  
presented to the council  

by Joseph Osborn in  
November, 1865


