
DUNSTABLE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE GROUNDS AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

 
HELD AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, GROVE HOUSE, HIGH STREET NORTH, 

DUNSTABLE 
 

ON MONDAY 11 NOVEMBER 2019 
 
Present: Councillors Sid Abbott (Town Mayor), Liz Jones (Deputy Town Mayor & 

Chairman), Lisa Bird (Vice-Chairman), Matthew Brennan, Philip Crawley, 
Greg George, Pamela Ghent, Kenson Gurney, Gladys Sanders and 
Johnson Tamara    

 
In Attendance:  Councillors Peter Hollick and Cameron Restall, David Ashlee (Town Clerk 

and Chief Executive), John Crawley (Head of Grounds and Environmental 
Services), Mary Dobbs (Cemetery Manager), Kelley Hallam (Business 
Support Manager), Ian Swinnerton (Grounds Operations Manager) and Lisa 
Vincent (Sports and Leisure Facilities Manager), 

 
Apologies: Councillor Mark Cant 
 
Public: None  
 
172 MINUTES 
 
 The Minutes of the meetings of Grounds and Environmental Services Committee held 

on 9 September 2019 were approved as a correct record and signed by the 
Chairman. 

  
173 SPECIFIC DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
  

There were no specific declarations of interest. 
 

174 PLANS-SUB COMMITTEE 
  

RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the meetings of Plans Sub-Committee held 
on 10 September, 1 October and 22 October be received. 

 
175 RECREATION GROUNDS, TOWN CENTRE GARDENS, CEMETERY AND 

ALLOTMENTS 
 

The Grounds Operations Manager and Cemetery Manager presented a detailed 
information report covering all areas of the Council’s grounds maintenance 
responsibilities. 
 
a)        Dunstable Cemetery 

 
Members received the burial figures for September to October 2019 along with the 
profiled income and expenditure figures as at the end of September 2019. These 
indicated a positive variance of £3,210.  
 



Friends of Dunstable Cemetery continued to meet on a regular basis to carry out light 
grounds activities and had also held another ‘Headlines Behind the Headstones’ 
evening for the general public where a local Town Guide gave a talk on some of the 
WW2 burials in the Cemetery. 
 
Five interpretation panels of some of the town’s notable historical figures had now 
been installed at various locations in the older part of the cemetery. 
 
b)        Allotments 
  
There were currently 97 people on the waiting list. Members received the detail of the 
waiting list. 44 notices to cultivate were issued after the October inspections. 

 
c) Recreation Grounds 
 
Since the last report there had been one incident of vandalism at Mentmore play area 
where all three seats on the Typhoon equipment needed to be replaced due to 
damage by dog bites. 
 
The York stone play stack, to replace the fire damaged Geo Boulder at Bennett’s 
Adventure Play, was due to be installed in approximately 3 weeks. 
 
The zip wire at Bennett’s Adventure Play was now operational again but officers were 
still waiting on parts to fix the one at the Mentmore play area. 
 
It had been necessary to take down the goals at Ridgeway Avenue due to an 
infestation of chafer grubs on the football pitches. The teams using the pitches had 
been found alternative venues at DTC sites. 
 
d)       Town Centre Area 

 
Lamps and Tubes had carried out remedial works to the light columns in Priory 
Gardens. All were now working. 
 
Dunstable in Bloom’s 2020 campaign would have the theme ‘Pollinating Insects and 
Wildflowers’. 
 
e)        Town Ranger Service   
 
The Ashton Square toilets had retained Platinum standard in Loo of the Year awards 
and can partly be credited to the Town Rangers who had taken over the maintenance 
and cleaning operations. 

 
176     CREASEY PARK COMMUNITY FOOTBALL CENTRE AND SPLASH PARK 
 
 The Sports and Leisure Facilities Manager presented a detailed report on recent 

operations at the Centre including pitch and function hire and marketing and trading 
account figures.  

 
 The Art Classes had been going well and had already confirmed bookings for next 

year. 
 



 Creasey Park had won the ‘Best Bar’ category and received the highest score out of 
all entrants in the annual Best Bar None Awards. 

 
 The Centre Manager was preparing an events and functions plan for 2020, aiming to 

increase income and local awareness of the centre. 
 
 Creasey Park had successfully retained their Quest Accreditation for the sixth year. 
 
 It was forecast that the end of year Splash Park trading figures for 2019/2020 would 

break even. 
 

177 VEHICLE AND EQUIPMENT RESERVE SPENDING PROPOSAL 
 
The Head of Grounds and Environmental Services presented a detailed report that 
requested authorisation to purchase an additional utility vehicle for the Grounds Team 
from the vehicles and equipment reserve. 
 

 The Grounds Operations Manager had identified the need for an all-terrain utility 
 vehicle at Creasey Park Community Football Centre to tow the two towable reel 
 irrigators to the football pitches on the top field. They cannot be moved by hand. 
 
 The cost of purchasing a new vehicle would be no more than £16,000 and a JCB type 
 excavator, that was no longer required, would be traded-in for a value of around 
 £6,000, reducing the price of the new vehicle to £10,000. 
 
 It was noted that there was currently £76,625 available in the vehicle and equipment 
 reserve. 
 

RESOLVED: that the Committee recommend to Finance and General 
Purposes the release of up to £10,000 of earmarked reserves 
for the purchase of an additional utility vehicle.  

 
178 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS 

  
 CBC Development Management Committee:  

Members had no updates to give.   


